
frances@offalychildcare.com

WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN
17th April 2024

HIVE
NOTIFICATIONS

Here you will find the
most recent Hive

notifications and details
on Compliance for ECCE

and NCS.

OCCC
UPCOMING

EVENTS

IMPORTANT
DATES,

DEADLINES AND
DCEDIY PRESS

RELEASE

Here you will find details
of all our upcoming

training events with links
to bring you directly to

Eventbrite.

Here you will find details
and reminders of

important upcoming
deadlines along with
DCEDIY current press

releases.  

CONTACT DETAILS
085 228 4121 www.offalychildcare.com



IMPORTANT
DATES AND DEADLINES

27th April 2024: OCCC annual Seminar:
Nurturing Social and Emotional Growth in
Children and Supporting Positive Behaviour -
Bridge House,Tullamore
21st May 2024: AIM Information Talk for ECCE
Service Providers 
29th April 2024:  Portal will open on or before
for service providers to register nominated
accountants for Core funding Income &
Expenditure report
2nd May 2024:  Public Consultation closed at
5pm for Draft Childminding Regulations
Submissions:  
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2071d-
public-consultation-on-the-draft-childminding-
regulations/
5th May 2024: R&C for Core Funding opens  
25th May 2024:  Always Children First Child
Safeguarding Awareness Training
31st May 2024:  Portal will open on or before for
submission of Core funding Income & Expenditure
report
26th June 2024: Closing date for submission of
Core Funding income & Expenditure report

https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2071d-public-consultation-on-the-draft-childminding-regulations/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2071d-public-consultation-on-the-draft-childminding-regulations/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2071d-public-consultation-on-the-draft-childminding-regulations/
https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/2071d-public-consultation-on-the-draft-childminding-regulations/


2025 Programme for Support Organisations to
Early Learning & Care/ School Age Childcare and

Childminding Sector
The purpose of the Programme for Support Organisations to Early Learning & Care/
School Age Childcare and Childminding Sector is to enable organisations that support
the early years sector to submit a proposal to apply for funding for work that they will
undertake to directly facilitate and support, or to compliment, the Department of
Children, Equality, Disability Integration and Youth (DCEDIY) Early Years policy objectives
in 2025.

It is envisaged that the total funding available will not be less than the €2.54m currently
allocated to voluntary organisations undertaking work on behalf of the Department.

The Programme is open to non-governmental organisations or not for profit
organisations, is a registered charity, with special interests and expertise in the Early
Learning and Care, School Aged Childcare (ELC/SAC) and/or Childminding sector.

DCEDIY is looking for innovative solutions or supports within eight designated
overarching themes and proposals may be submitted by individual support
organisations or by a consortium.

The application process is designed in two phases:

Phase 1 /Outline Proposal – deadline for applications Friday 19 April 2024 at 3pm.
Organisations that pass the Phase 1 review will be invited to submit an application at
Phase 2 /Full Proposal – deadline for applications Friday 31 May 2024 at 3pm.
Please direct any Programme queries to the following email address
querysupportorgs25@pobal.ie

Pobal/DCEDIY will aim to respond to all queries within 48 hours.

Application forms and Guidelines
2025 Programme for Support Organisations to Early Learning & Care/ School Age
Childcare & Childminding Sector

2025 Programme for Support Organisations to ELC SAC CM Sector - Applicant
Guidelines 389.85 KBLast Updated 3rd April 2024

2025 Programme for Support Organisations to ELC SAC CM Sector - Phase 1 Outline
Proposal Application Form 167.29 KBLast Updated 3rd April 2024

2025 Programme for Support Organisations to ELC SAC CM Sector - Phase 1 Outline
Proposal Application Guidelines 356.25 KB

https://www.pobal.ie/app/uploads/2024/04/2025-Programme-for-Support-Organisations-to-ELC-SAC-CM-Sector-Applicant-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.pobal.ie/app/uploads/2024/04/2025-Programme-for-Support-Organisations-to-ELC-SAC-CM-Sector-Applicant-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.pobal.ie/app/uploads/2024/04/2025-Programme-for-Support-Organisations-to-ELC-SAC-CM-Sector-Phase-1-Outline-Proposal-Application-Form.docx
https://www.pobal.ie/app/uploads/2024/04/2025-Programme-for-Support-Organisations-to-ELC-SAC-CM-Sector-Phase-1-Outline-Proposal-Application-Form.docx
https://www.pobal.ie/app/uploads/2024/04/2025-Programme-for-Support-Organisations-to-ELC-SAC-CM-Sector-Phase-1-Outline-Proposal-Application-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.pobal.ie/app/uploads/2024/04/2025-Programme-for-Support-Organisations-to-ELC-SAC-CM-Sector-Phase-1-Outline-Proposal-Application-Guidelines.pdf


Minister O’Gorman publishes the Participation of
Children and Young People in Decision-making:

Action Plan 2024-2028
Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic O’Gorman, today
published the Participation of Children and Young People in Decision-making Action Plan
2024-2028 .

This Action Plan builds on the ambition and achievements of the first National Strategy on
Children and Young People’s Participation in Decision-Making and aims to further promote
the inclusion of children and young people in decision making at all levels – in the home, in
school, in their communities and at national level.

The successful implementation of this Action Plan will, in the short term, result in the
views of children and young people being harnessed to inform policy, services, legislation
and research that is relevant to their lives. Their views will also be sought in evaluation
and monitoring of relevant services and policies.

This Participation Action Plan will drive continued development of participation structures
and practice, at local, national and international level, among organisations, sectors,
practitioners and government departments and agencies. Through the implementation of
these actions, and by using and enhancing existing resources and supports, DCEDIY will
continue to innovate and lead the participation of children and young people in decision
making across government and internationally.

Welcoming the announcement, Minister O’Gorman said:
“Ireland is a world leader in participation practices, being the first country in Europe to
have a dedicated Participation Strategy for Children and Young People. I am pleased to be
able to further progress this important focus with the publication of this Participation of
Children and Young People in Decision-making: Action Plan 2024-2028.

The ambitions of this Action Plan will see the voices of children and young people
embedded in decisions made across more Government Departments and Agencies than
ever before. Public policy can only be improved in the recognition of children and young
people as citizens of today, not just adults of the future.”

The Participation of Children and Young People in Decision-making: Action Plan 2024-2028
is available in both English and Irish, and is supported by the publication of a Report on the
Public Consultation on the next Government Policy Framework for the Participation of
Children and Young People in Decision-making .

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/d6997-minister-ogorman-publishes-the-
participation-of-children-and-young-people-in-decision-making-action-plan-2024-

2028/  

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/d6997-minister-ogorman-publishes-the-participation-of-children-and-young-people-in-decision-making-action-plan-2024-2028/
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https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/d6997-minister-ogorman-publishes-the-participation-of-children-and-young-people-in-decision-making-action-plan-2024-2028/
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https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/occc-annual-seminar-2024-tickets-880100152247?aff=oddtdtcreator


https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/aim-information-session-for-elc-services-tickets-814131367837?aff=oddtdtcreator


https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/always-children-first-child-safeguarding-awareness-training-tickets-856221881697?aff=oddtdtcreator


https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/aim-information-session-for-parents-of-ecce-children-tickets-809031714637?aff=oddtdtcreator


Recording and Slides for 
AIM Level 7 Compliance Webinars

Dear Service Provider,

Many thanks to all the service providers for their attendance
at the AIM Level 7 Compliance webinars held recently.

A recording is now available under ‘Recorded webinars’ in
the Training Videos section on the Hive.

A copy of the PowerPoint slides used during the webinars is
available here. 

A document containing answers to questions asked during
these webinars is currently being developed and will also be
available here in due course.

Regards,

The Early Years & Compliance Teams

Hive Notifications

http://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/how-to-guides/training-videos/
http://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/how-to-guides/training-videos/


ECCE compliance
It is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure compliance with their contractual
requirements. Service providers should ensure that they understand and adhere to the
ECCE Funding Agreement. Failure to do so will result in non-compliance and will require
corrective action. 

In order to make compliance visits as efficient as possible for both providers and visit
officers, service providers should ensure that their compliance file is kept up to date and
contains: 

Attendance records
Enrolment details (including minimum enrolment exemption where relevant);
Parental declaration forms
Parent letters
Fee records
Staff qualifications
Higher capitation forms

The below documents offers guidance for service providers on ECCE compliance:
ECCE Compliance Checklist 23-24
ECCE Compliance Approved Provider Guide 23-24
ECCE Post-Inspection Rectification Actions 23-24
ECCE Good Practice Guide for Attendance Records

Hive Notifications

National Childcare Compliance visits

Authorised officers will make on-site visits to childcare facilities to confirm that certain
key NCS rules are being complied with Under the Childcare Support Act 2018, these
officers are allowed to enter childcare premises, inspect any books, records or other
documents relating to the operation of the service.

It is important that services facilitate the compliance visit and provide the requisite
records/information to the authorised officer during the course of the unannounced
visits.

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Checklist-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Compliance-Approved-Provider-Guide-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-Post-Inspection-Rectification-Actions-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/ECCE-good-practice-guide-for-attendance-records.pdf


CCSP Saver Programme compliance

It is the responsibility of the Service Provider to ensure compliance with their Funding
Agreement requirements. Failure to comply with any of the terms of the Funding
Agreement may result in the suspension of CCSP Saver Programme Funding and/or
DCEDIY funding or part thereof may be withdrawn and/or a termination of this Funding
Agreement.

In order to make compliance visits as efficient as possible for both providers and visit
officers, providers should ensure that their compliance file is kept up to date and
contains: 

Attendance Records 
Service Fee Information Letters 
Parental declaration forms; 
Parent/guardian letters;
Fee records; 
Staff qualifications and letters of qualifications; 
Grandfathering declarations as applicable; 
Evidence of Tusla registration(s).

The compliance file must be kept on site and available for inspection at all times.
Services should also ensure that: 

Registrations are correct, 
Fees list and calendar, for all approved funding programmes, are clearly displayed for
parents and, 
There is a staff member on site at all times who has access to the compliance file
and can facilitate the visit. Failure to do same could result in a service being
found non-compliant. 

Please note that if the records are readily available for review any interruption to the
service will be minimal, other than seeking clarifications when required. 
To assist services to comply with the CCSP Saver Programme requirements, the
Department and the Scheme Administrator provide a range of training and supports.

These include:
CCSP Compliance Checklist 23-24
CCSP Compliance Approved Provider Guide 23-24
CCSP Post-Inspection Rectification Actions 23-24

Providers are strongly encouraged to engage with these supports, both before and after
compliance visits, to ensure that they maintain compliance with scheme rules.

Hive Notifications

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Compliance-Checklist-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Compliance-Approved-Provider-Guide-23-24.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/CCSP-Post-Inspection-Rectification-Actions-23-24.pdf


AIM Level 7 Compliance 

AIM Level 7 compliance checks will be commencing on AIM Level 7 payments from the
week beginning 22 April 2024.  This will involve a series of standardised checks on AIM
Level 7 approved capitations relating to additional assistance in the pre-school room and
the maintenance of reduced ratios.

The compliance checks are aimed at confirming adherence with AIM Level 7 rules and
contract conditions as set out by the Department of Children Equality Disability
Integration & Youth (DCEDIY).

To ensure the compliance checks can be conducted at unannounced inspections, please
ensure that the person in charge on-site has access to the following records to present
to the Visit Officer for review:

The child attendance records for each of the ECCE sessions attended by child/ren
benefitting from AIM Level 7
The Staff Qualifications for staff working in these ECCE session/s 

The Pobal compliance team have uploaded additional compliance support documents to
the Hive in order to assist services in preparing for a compliance inspection. The
documents, which are listed below, are available under the Resources section and can
also be accessed through this link

AIM Level 7 Compliance Guide for Approved Providers 2023 - 2024
AIM Level 7 Compliance Checklist for Approved Providers 2023 - 2024
AIM Level 7 Rectification Actions Guide 2023 - 2024

Please note - these documents are only supports, intended to assist you. There is an
onus on each provider to familiarise themselves with their responsibilities under the AIM
Rules (AIM Level 7 included) and contractual conditions.

Hive Notifications

https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Compliance-Guide-for-Approved-Providers-2023-2024.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Compliance-Checklist-for-Approved-Providers-2023-2024.pdf
https://earlyyearshive.ncs.gov.ie/AIM-Level-7-Rectification-Actions-Guide-2023-2024.pdf

